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REPORT. 


The  Deputation  appointed  by  last  General  Assembly  to 
visit  British  North  America,  beg  to  report,  in  as  condensed  a 
form  as  possible,  their  proceedings  while  prosecuting  their 
mission,  and  also  most  respectfully  to  submit  some  practical 
suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  House.  In  dis- 
charging this  duty,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  not  to  en- 
large upon  those  minuter  details  which  have  been  laid  before 
the  Colonial  Committee,  and  with  which  it  is  the  province  of 
that  body  more  properly  to  deal, — nor  upon  the  relative 
claims  of  the  numerous  congregations  from  which  earnest 
appeals  for  Ministers  have  been  forwarded, — nor  upon  the 
strong  and  intelligent  attachment  to  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
which,  by  all  classes,  in  the  course  of  their  mission,  was  mani- 
fested,— nor  upon  the  cordial  intercourse  which  they  enjoyed, 
not  only  with  those  belonging  to  our  own  Church,  but  also 
with  many  conscientiously  attached  to  other  religious  denomi- 
nations. Upon  these  topics  much  might  be  reported,  deeply 
interesting  in  itself,  and  honourable  to  the  Church  ;  but  it  may 
be  more  expedient  to  confine  this  narrative  to  a  general  view 
of  the  state  of  the  provinces,  taking  care,  however,  to  furnish 
the  Assembly  with  sufficient  materials  from  which  to  form  a 
correct  opinion  on  the  various  subjects  alluded  to. 

The  instructions  handed  to  the  Deputation,  previous  to 
their  leaving  this  country,  embraced  the  following  points, 
upon  which  they  were  desired  to  obtain  authentic  informa- 
tion,— First,  The  actual  destitution  of  the  means  of  grace 
among  our  expatriated  countrymen  ;  Second,  The  means  of 
education  which  exist  among  them ;  Third,  The  progress 
made  in  obtaining  glebes  in  connection  with  the  charges  in 
Canada  ;  Fourth,  The  state  of  the  Clergy  reserves  ;  and,  fifth, 
The  position  and  prospects  of  Queen's  College,  Kingston. 
Upon  these  points,  the  Deputation,  wherever  they  went, 
made  the  fullest  inquiry. 


I.   Destitution  of  the  Means  of  Grace. — Nova  Scotia  was 
the  first  province  visited,  and  Halifax  the  first  city  in  it.    On 
landing  there,  on  the  15th  of  June,  a  consultation  was  imme- 
diately held  with  our  two  respected  ministers  in  Halifax,  and 
the  members  of  the  Lay  Association  in  connection  with  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  as  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  province, 
and  the  best  mode  in  which  the  Deputation  might  dispose  of 
their  time,  so  as  to  accomplish  the  most  good.     Having  re- 
ferred to  the  Lay  Association,  it  is  right  to  make  the  As- 
sembly aware  of  the  growing  influence  which  that  body  is 
deservedly  exercising,  the   enlightened   stedfastness   of  its 
members  to  the  principles  and  constitution  of  the  Church, 
and  their  unfeigned  desire  to  promote  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  their  brethren  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  country.     They 
did  much  to  repel  the  assaults  which  some  time  ago  were 
made  upon  the  Church  of  their  fathers,  and  to  set  in  its  pro- 
per light  her  present  position,  in  opposition  to  misrepresenta- 
tions regarding  it,  industriously  circulated.     It  will  be  evi- 
dent to  the  Assembly,  that  the  advice  of  such  a  body  was 
most  invaluable  to  the  Deputation,  at  the  commencement  of 
their   important   labours,    and   in   no   case  was  the  advice 
which  they  received  found  to  be  otherwise  than  judicious, 
when  tested  by  experience.     Hours  of  anxious  consultation 
were  held  with  upwards  of  eighty  of  its  members ;  and  next 
to  the  statements  given  them  of  the  thoroughly  missionary 
spirit  that  pervades  our  Church  at  home,  the  prosperity  with 
which  her  enterprises  have  been  blessed,  and  the  general 
usefulness  of  which  she  is  honoured  to  be  an  instrument, 
what  seemed  most  earnestly  to    engage    their   minds   was 
the  sad  privation  of  the  means  of  grace  which  thousands  of 
their  countrymen  were  suffering,  and  deep  anxiety  that  it 
were  even  partially  relieved.     Their  earnestness  did  them 
honour  ;  their  anxieties  about  their  brethren  were  creditable 
to  the  best  sympathies  of  their  hearts.     Too  painfully  true 
did  the  Deputation  find  their  melancholy  statements.     Dis- 
trict after  district  was  visited,  sometimes  by  the  members  of 
the  Deputation  together,  but  generally  singly,  that  a  more  ex- 
tensive field  might  be  overtaken,  and  terms  too  strong  cannot 
be  employed  to  express  either  the  lamentable  situation  of  one 
congregation  after  another,  or  the  feeling  of  sorrow  in  which 
their  wants  were  conveyed,  or  the  severe  trial  which  it  would 
prove  to  them  to  turn  their  backs  upon  the  Church  in  which 
they  were  baptized,  at  whose  schools  they  had  been  educated, 
at  whose  communion-tables  they  had  sat,  and  in  whose  church- 
yards the  ashes  of  their  parents  and  friends  are  lying,  and 
be  driven  to  seek  ordinances  from  the  hands  of  any  others 
than  those  of  her  Ministers.    Wherever  the  Deputation  went. 


as  the  documents  lodged  with  the  Committee  amply  shew, 
these  painful  facts  were  realised ;  and,  therefore,  this  Vene- 
rable House  will  not  be  surprised  that  the  Deputation  unite 
most  earnestly  in  urging  them  upon  its  consideration.  At  least 
fifteen  additional  labourers  are  immediately  required  to  supply 
the  districts  in  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  description  now  referred 
to.  Halifax  is  the  capital  of  the  colony  ;  and  although  there 
are  two  respected  Ministers  officiating  there,  yet  they  have 
been  so  many  years  in  America,  and  are  feeling  the  infirmi- 
ties of  age  coming  so  rapidly  upon  them,  that  they  are  not 
able  to  discharge  the  duties  with  the  vigour  which  they  desire. 
It  is  creditable,  in  these  circumstances,  to  the  parties  inte- 
rested in  them,  that  they  have  resolved  to  employ  a  third 
minister  to  preach  alternately  for  each  of  them,  and  have 
guaranteed  a  suitable  stipend  for  him,  without  infringing 
upon  the  incomes  of  their  revered  pastors.  An  application 
to  this  effect,  along  with  those  from  many  other  congregations, 
is  lying  upon  the  table  of  the  Committee.  In  connection 
with  Nova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton  was  visited.  In  this  romantic 
country  there  is  vast  religious  destitution  everywhere.  Owing 
to  the  remoteness  of  its  situation,  as  well  as  other  causes,  it 
was  not  visited  by  the  former  Deputation.  The  people  had 
but  few  sources  of  information  about  the  state  of  our  Church  ; 
and  such  as  they  did  enjoy  were  not  always  those  that  gave  the 
fairest  impression  either  of  her  character  or  principles.  They 
told  how  wearied  they  had  been  for  some  accredited  Mis- 
sionary to  explain  to  them  the  truth  or  erroneousness  of  the 
vital  changes  which,  they  had  been  assured,  had  not  only 
disorganised  the  Church,  but  altered  her  entire  complexion 
as  a  Church  of  Christ.  When  that  Missionary  went,  he  was 
welcomed  with  open  arms.  From  their  glens  and  sequestered 
settlements  they  gathered  around  him,  to  hear  the  words  of 
salvation,  a  faithful  account  of  the  principles  and  operations 
of  our  Church,  and  in  warm  terms  expressed  their  joy  that 
they  are  still  cared  for  by  their  brethren  at  home. 

The  second  province  visited  was  Prince  Edward's  Island, 
in  which  a  great  proportion  of  the  people  are  from  Scotland. 
Charlotte  Town,  the  capital,  with  its  large  and  attached  con- 
gregation, has  been  vacant  for  four  years.  Indeed,  in  the  whole 
island,  which  is  about  140  miles  in  length,  and  about  40  in 
breadth,  there  is  at  present  only  one  Minister  in  connection 
with  our  Church  ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  zeal  and  abundant 
labours,  it  is  evident  that  he  can  do  but  little  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  many  thousands  scattered  over  so  wide  a  sur- 
face. This  island  is  a  very  important  one  ecclesiastically,  as 
has  been  explained  to  the  Committee,  and  would  immediately 
require  several  additional  labourers. 


The  third  province  visited  was  New  Brunswick,  and  there 
the  list  of  vacancies,  as  furnished  to  the  Committee,  is  also  very 
large.  Almost  all  of  them  some  member  of  the  Deputation 
visited  ;  and  whether  they  did  so  on  a  week-day  or  a  Sabbath- 
day,  their  ministrations  were  numerously  attended  by  people 
still  reiterating  the  appeal  for  Ministers  to  be  sent  to  them. 
In  the  capital  of  New  Brunswick  there  are  two  congregations, 
both  of  them  vacant.  They  are  quite  able  and  willing  to 
furnish  ample  stipends  to  faithful  and  pious  Ministers.  One 
of  them,  indeed,  has  set  an  example  of  munificence  in  this 
respect,  indicative  both  of  sincere  attachment  to  the  Church, 
and  of  the  value  put  by  it  upon  religious  ordinances.  The 
trustees  and  elders,  mostly  all  in  opulent  circumstances,  con- 
fided to  the  Deputation  a  bond  for  £500  a-year  of  stipend  to 
a  Minister  who  may  go  to  take  charge  of  them,  along  with  a 
guarantee  for,  at  the  rate  of  <£300  a-year,  exclusive  of  his  ex- 
penses to  and  from  America,  to  a  preacher,  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Committee  to  officiate,  until  a  properly  quali- 
fied Minister  can  be  provided.  At  present  a  Missionary  sent 
out  to  labour  under  the  direction  of  the  Presbytery  in  which  St 
John's  is  situate,  is  officiating,  and  the  large  church  is  every 
Sabbath  filled  by  a  highly-respectable  congregation.  It  is  most 
sincerely  hoped,  that  this  leading  station  will  be  speedily 
supplied  by  a  permanent  Minister  ;  indeed  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  it  be  so.  Nor  should  the  case  of  the  other 
congregation  in  that  city  be  overlooked.  Quite  the  contrary. 
They  stand  fast  by  the  Church,  notwithstanding  peculiar 
trials  to  which  they  have  been  exposed,  their  former  Mini- 
ster having  been  obliged,  some  time  ago,  to  leave  the  fabric 
in  which  they  worshipped,  in  consequence  of  doctrinal  errors 
which  he  had  espoused.  Their  case  has  also  been  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee.  To 
New  Brunswick  generally  the  same  terms  are  applicable  as 
to  its  wants  and  their  urgency,  which  have  been  applied  to 
the  provinces  already  described.  Their  wants  are  deplorable 
throughout  the  whole  Colony.  Our  Ministers  at  present  in 
it  are  exemplary  for  devotedness  ;  but,  compared  with  the 
harvest,  it  may  emphatically  be  said,  the  labourers  are  in- 
deed few. 

From  these  Lower  Provinces  the  Deputation  proceeded  to 
Canada  East,  and  the  first  place  which  they  visited  was  Mon- 
treal. Besides  the  Rev.  Mr  M'Gill  (Dr  Mathison,  the  other 
Minister  in  that  city,  being  from  home  in  consequence  of  in- 
disposition), the  Deputation  were  immediately  surrounded 
by  many  enlightened  and  warm  friends  of  the  Church,  mostly 
members  of  the  Lay  Association  recently  established  there. 
Of  this  Association  the  Deputation  are  anxious  to  speak  in 


terms  of  grateful  acknowledgment.  It  was  organised  three 
years  ago,  while  the  former  Deputation  was  in  Canada,  and 
is  one  of  the  many  proofs  of  the  fidelity  and  talent  with  which 
the  Members  of  that  Deputation  fulfilled  their  mission.  In- 
deed, wherever  the  present  Deputation  went,  where  the  for- 
mer had  been,  their  labours  were  spoken  of  with  high  re- 
spect and  affection.  The  Lay  Association  referred  to  was 
established  for  the  purpose  of  helping  their  poorer  country- 
men to  erect  places  of  worship  in  the  remoter  settlements, 
and  remunerating  the  services  of  Ministers  among  them.  In 
this  benevolent  work  they  have  done  much  that  is  praise- 
worthy, and  at  considerable  cost.  A  few  months  ago  a 
periodical,  under  its  patronage,  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
Synod  of  Canada,  was  commenced,  entitled,  "  The  Presby- 
terian." The  object  of  this  publication  is  to  circulate  infor- 
mation about  our  Missionary  Schemes  and  other  collateral 
subjects,  and  at  the  same  time  to  furnish  matter  for  Sabbath- 
day  reading  to  our  more  destitute  Canadian  brethren.  It  is 
with  great  pleasure  that  an  assurance  is  conveyed  to  the 
Assembly,  after  a  perusal  of  all  the  numbers  which  have 
been  produced,  that  this  small  publication,  both  in  its  tone 
and  spirit,  is  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  our  friends  who 
have  undertaken  it,  and  promises  to  be  of  essential  advantage 
in  the  dissemination  of  Divine  truth.  By  the  members  of 
this  body,  too,  the  clamant  necessities  of  Canada  were  power- 
fully and  affectingly  urged.  They  were  so  in  private  and  in 
public.  The  two  kirk-sessions  over  which  the  Rev.  Dr  Ma- 
thison  and  the  Rev.  Mr  M'Gill  ably  preside,  joined  with  great 
earnestness  their  testimony  to  the  same  effect.  After  preach- 
ing in  Montreal  on  the  Sabbath,  and  preaching  and  address- 
ing a  crowded  and  highly-respectable  meeting  on  a  week-day, 
the  Deputation  proceeded,  by  the  advice  which  they  had  re- 
ceived, to  visit  not  only  Quebec  and  the  other  principal  cities, 
but  also  many  of  the  sequestered  hamlets  and  settlements ; 
and  they  beg  unanimously  to  say,  as  the  result  of  their  jour- 
neys, that  it  is  impossible  to  overstate  the  religious  wants 
which  they  witnessed,  or  the  fresh  intensity  which  was  all 
along  awakened  in  their  minds,  that  they  were  even  partially 
supplied.  Fortunately  the  Synod  of  Canada  was  holding  its 
annual  Assembly  at  this  season  in  Toronto,  and  the  Deputa- 
tion had  the  happiness  of  being  present  at  several  of  its 
sederunts.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  cordiality  of  their  re- 
ception by  that  venerable  Court,  the  interest  which  its  mem- 
bers, through  their  Moderator,  expressed  in  the  welfare  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  value  which  they  put  upon 
the  circumstance  of  another  Deputation  having  been  sent  to 
visit  the  vast  numbers  of  their  countrymen  whose  wants  it 
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was  totally  out  of  their  power  to  supply.  The  Synod  was 
assured,  in  return,  of  the  deep  interest  which  the  Church 
feels  in  their  prosperity,  of  your  most  anxious  desire  to 
strengthen  their  hands,  and  of  the  unfeigned  joy  with  which 
you  always  hear  that  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  prospering 
among  their  flocks.  A  special  diet  was  appointed  for  confer- 
ence with  the  Deputation,  in  the  course  of  which  much  valu- 
able information  was  obtained,  which  has  been  handed  over 
to  the  Committee.  Again,  the  religious  necessities  of  Canada 
were  reiterated ;  and  although  the  statements  were  painful, 
it  was  most  interesting  to  hear  these  excellent  men  pleading 
for  those  over  whose  wants  they  sorrowed,  because  they  had 
not  the  means  of  relieving  them.  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
add,  that  at  the  close  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod,  the 
Moderator  addressed  the  Deputation  with  a  feeling  and 
earnestness  which  they  can  never  forget. 

Such  is  a  general  view  of  the  religious  necessities  of  the 
Colonies.  It  would  have  been  easy  to  illustrate  it  by  ex- 
amples quoted  from  the  documents,  full  of  pathos  and  artless 
urgency,  which  have  been  lodged  with  the  Committee  ;  but  it 
is  hoped  that  the  above  outline  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  As- 
sembly. 

II.  Education. — Connected  with  almost  all  the  congrega- 
tions in  the  Provinces,  the  Deputation  were  glad  to  find  that 
Sabbath  Schools  were  in  operation  and  prospering  ;  and  it 
need  scarcely  be  remarked,  that  always  when  practicable, 
they  took  an  opportunity  of  addressing  these  little  flocks.  The 
system  pursued  in  these  Schools  was,  generally  speaking,  ef- 
fective and  orderly, — each  being  superintended  by  the  minis- 
ter, or  where  the  church  was  vacant,  by  an  elder,  or  some 
pious  member  of  the  congregation.  With  regard  to  week-day 
schools,  they  regretted  to  observe,  that  in  many  instances  the 
quality  of  the  education  was  defective.  There  were  honour- 
able exceptions  ;  but  the  remark,  in  too  many  instances,  is 
applicable.  From  what  does  this  defect  in  quality  arise  \ 
Not  from  the  circumstance  of  each  School  being  entirely  left 
to  support  itself,  or  of  the  teacher  being  totally  dependent 
upon  the  precarious  revenue  of  fees  for  his  remuneration,  be- 
cause the  Provincial  Governments  concede  liberal  grants  for 
education  ;  but  from  the  want  of  preliminary  seminaries  of  a 
sufficiently  high  order,  at  which  teachers  may  be  duly  quali- 
fied, and  at  the  same  time,  of  such  institutions  as  our  Normal 
Schools,  which  have  done  so  much  to  elevate  the  tone,  and 
pervade  with  energy  the  mode,  of  teaching  in  Scotland.  A 
serious  defect,  moreover,  appeared  to  the  Deputation,  to  at- 
tach to  the  Schools  upon  which  the  Provincial  Governments 


expend  their  liberal  donations,  viz.,  the  not  requiring  that 
education  be  based  upon  religion ;  and,  consequently,  the  want 
of  information  which  the  Governments  labour  under  regarding 
the  principles  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  youth,  by  those  in- 
structing them  at  the  national  expense.  The  opposite  plan, — 
that  of  associating  religious  with  secular  education,  which  has 
proved  of  inestimable  advantage  in  Scotland,  as  evidenced  by 
our  Parish  Schools,  and  those  humbler  seminaries  under  the 
fostering  care  of  the  General  Assembly, — the  Deputation  re- 
gretted to  find  not  generally  recognised  in  the  Colonies.  Es- 
pecially in  a  rising  country  like  that  referred  to,  it  appeared 
a  material  defect,  that  the  moral  are  not  cultivated  along 
with  the  intellectual  faculties  of  the  young,  nor  due  care 
taken  that  their  minds,  in  early  life,  be  imbued  with  those  prin- 
ciples by  which  it  is  of  so  much  importance  that  they  be  go- 
verned. During  their  stay  in  Halifax,  the  necessity  of  a  Col- 
lege was  pressed  upon  the  Deputation,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  that  such  an  institution,  founded  upon  right  principles, 
and  under  competent  instructors,  would  be  in  a  high  degree 
advantageous  to  the  Lower  Provinces  ;  but  it  is  for  the  As- 
sembly or  its  Committee  to  consider  the  practicability  of  such 
a  project,  the  mode  of  organising  it,  and  the  measure  of  as- 
sistance which  it  might  be  proper  to  render.  The  Ministers 
and  Kirk-Sessions,  and  Members  of  the  Lay  Association,  were 
extremely  urgent  about  the  matter ;  and  it  was  promised  to 
them,  that  their  anxious  desire  would  be  communicated,  and 
they  were  assured  at  the  same  time,  that  as  the  General  As- 
sembly has  always  been  the  warm  and  liberal  friend  of  sound 
education,  the  proposal  would  receive  from  you  due  consider- 
ation. Naturally,  enough,  when  this  subject  was  referred  to, 
the  situation  of  Dalhousie  College,  in  that  city,  was  inquired 
into  by  the  Deputation.  It  was  founded  by  the  Earl  of  Dal- 
housie, when  that  distinguished  nobleman  was  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of  the  Province.  The  building  is  spacious,  and  there  is 
an  existing  capital  belonging  to  it,  amounting  to£10,000.  The 
College  is  entirely  in  abeyance,  and  the  capital  unemployed. 
The  trustees,  however,  with  some  of  whom  several  consult- 
ations were  held,  seemed  to  clog  its  being  brought  into  con- 
nection with  the  Church  of  Scotland  with  such  conditions  as 
rendered  any  successful  negotiation  with  them  at  present 
hopeless.  A  short  time  ago,  an  application  was  forwarded  by 
the  Lay  Association  for  a  Teacher  of  superior  talent  and 
sound  principles,  to  superintend  the  education  of  the  families 
connected  with  our  two  congregations  in  Halifax,  along  with 
a  guarantee  that  his  income  shall  not  be  less  than  £150  ster- 
ling, or  £175  currency  a-year.     After  many  inquiries,  it  is 
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gratifying  to  report,  that  a  teacher  of  experience,  and  highly 
recommended,  sailed  on  the  14th  of  this  month,  to  fill  this 
important  situation. 

III.  Glebe  Lands. — Many  of  the  Congregations  have  al- 
ready obtained  land  for  Glebes  to  their  Ministers.  Although 
most  of  these  Glebes  are  at  present  of  comparatively  little 
value,  yet,  as  the  country  advances  and  becomes  more  densely 
populated,  it  is  certain  that  they  will  form  by  no  means  an  in- 
considerable endowment  to  the  different  charges.  They  vary 
in  extent,  from  50  to  260  acres  each.  The  Assembly,  through 
its  Committee,  signified,  some  time  ago,  a  readiness  to  assist 
the  Synod  of  Canada  in  the  purchase  of  Glebes  for  the  charges 
still  unprovided  with  them.  In  the  conference  which  the  De- 
putation had  with  the  Synod  of  Canada,  this  subject  was  con- 
sidered, and  the  notes  of  conference  handed,  since  their  return, 
to  the  Committee.  It  is  manifestly  of  importance,  both  to 
the  stability  of  the  Congregations,  and  the  independence  of 
the  Ministers,  that  this  scheme  be  proceeded  with,  and  also 
that,  if  possible,  Manses  should  be  erected  for  the  comfort  of 
the  Ministers  and  their  families.  In  all  cases  of  this  descrip- 
tion, the  property  would,  of  course,  require  to  be  vested  in 
Trustees  for  behoof  of  the  Synod  of  Canada,  in  connection  with 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  An  admirable  model  deed  has  been 
prepared  by  Judge  Malloch  of  Brockville,  to  whom  the  Church 
has  long  been  indebted  for  his  services  in  her  behalf  in  the 
Colonies. 

IV.  Clergy  Beserves. — These  reserves  form  a  great  boon 
to  the  Ministers  in  connection  with  our  Church.  They  are 
under  the  management  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Synod  of  Canada,  each  nomination  being  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Governor-General.  The  fund  is  in  a  prosper- 
ous condition,  and  the  honorary  Secretary,  Mr  Allen,  and  the 
Treasurer,  Mr  Edmonstone,  who  is  at  present  in  the  House, 
kindly  furnished  the  Deputation  with  valuable  statistics  re- 
garding it  and  other  important  matters,  which  although  ex- 
tremely useful  to  the  Committee,  and  interesting  for  private 
information,  no  authority  was  given  to  publish. 

V.  Queen's  College. — The  history  of  this  Institution  is  well 
known.  It  was  established  about  nine  years  ago,  by  funds 
realised  partly  in  this  country,  but  chiefly  by  subscrip- 
tions made  in  Canada.  Besides  receiving  at  its  institution 
the  sanction  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  of  the  Synod 
of  Canada,  it  has  obtained  a  Royal  Charter,  embodying  the 
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usual  privilege  of  conferring  Degrees  in  Divinity,  and  Medi- 
cine, and  Law.  The  course  of*  education  which  has  been 
adopted  in  it  by  the  Professors  and  Trustees,  who  exercise  a 
judicious  control  over  its  interests,  is  very  complete  ;  indeed 
as  complete  as  that  afforded  at  our  Scottish  Universities. 
The  importance  of  such  an  institution,  at  which  young  men 
may  be  thoroughly  educated  for  the  Holy  Ministry,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Church  of  Scotland,  is  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire much  illustration.  First,  To  meet  the  lamentable  want 
of  Ministers  in  the  provinces,  Queen's  College  promises  an- 
nually to  produce  a  considerable  supply,  trained  under  men 
of  whose  creed  and  sound  instructions  there  is  the  strongest 
guarantee  ;  and,  second,  considering  the  want  of  Teachers  of 
a  superior  order,  it  is  evident  that  Queen's  College  may 
contribute  to  a  material  improvement  in  this  respect.  It 
promises  to  effect  this  in  a  twofold  point  of  view.  First,  by 
imparting  to  those  who  are  to  devote  themselves  to  the  edu- 
cation of  youth,  a  cheap,  and  at  the  same  time  a  thorough 
education  ;  and,  second,  by  thus  contributing  to  fill  the  ele- 
mentary schools  with  properly-qualified  Teachers,  young  men 
will  emanate  from  under  their  care  well  grounded  in  those 
branches  which  are  indispensable,  previous  to  prosecuting 
a  University  education  with  profit  and  success.  These 
advantages  presenting  themselves  strongly  to  the  Deputa- 
tion, they  regretted  to  learn  that  the  College  has  had  to 
encounter  difficulties  from  which  it  has  not  yet  by  any  means 
escaped.  From  what  have  these  difficulties  arisen  ?  Assu- 
redly not  from  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  the  Professors,  who 
combine  learning  with  piety,  and  exemplary  energy  with  a 
true  desire  to  be  organs  of  usefulness  to  the  Church  and  to 
the  country.  In  the  course  of  their  mission,  the  Deputation 
met  with  two  ordained  Ministers,  who  had  been  educated 
under  their  care ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  intimate  to  the  As- 
sembly that  they  are  excellent  specimens  of  able  and  faithful 
labourers  among  their  flocks.  The  difficulties  arose  chiefly 
from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  permanency  of  the  College. 
Hopes  were  held  out  of  a  share  in  funds  which  the  Synod  of 
Canada  and  the  Trustees  of  the  College  are  persuaded  they 
have  a  legal  title  to.  These  hopes,  however,  have  for  years 
been  alternately  raised  and  depressed.  At  one  time  it  was 
imagined  that  the  whole  matter  was  adjusted  ;  but  very  soon 
fresh  obstacles  appeared,  throwing  a  damp  over  both  parties 
in  the  management,  and  also  over  the  community.  When 
the  Deputation  were  in  Canada,  a  proposal  for  finally  dis- 
posing of  this  subject  was  submitted  for  the  approval  of 
the  Synod  by  a  member  of  the  Government.  By  that  pro- 
posal, Queen's  College  was  to  receive  £1500  a-vear,  in  name 
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of  salaries  to  the  Professors.  The  Synod  acquiesced  in  the 
arrangement,  although  it  was  felt  that  the  sum  was  not  equal 
to  what  it  was  fairly  entitled.  Founding  upon  the  decision  in 
the  case  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  it  was  believed  that  Queen's 
College  ought  to  have  received  pari  passu  with  the  College 
in  connection  with  the  Church  of  England,  which,  by  the 
new  arrangement,  was  to  retain  £3000  a-year.  The  Synod, 
however,  agreed  to  an  adjustment  on  the  terms  proposed,  and 
soon  thereafter  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  introduced  into  the 
provincial  Legislature  by  Her  Majesty's  Receiver-General. 
The  issue  has  been  again  unfortunately  interrupted  by  a 
change  of  the  Government,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  matter  is,  therefore,  once  more  in  abeyance.  But 
it  is  difficult  to  see,  whoever  form  the  advisers  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor- General,  upon  what  sufficient  grounds 
they  will  long  delay  the  settlement  of  a  question  which 
tends  so  plainly  to  aid  in  furnishing  a  well-educated  and 
well-principled  population.  By  the  resignation  of  Dr  Liddel 
of  the  office  of  Principal,  a  severe  loss  was  sustained  by  the 
College.  Our  brethren  in  Canada,  sensible  of  the  valuable 
services  which  he  had  rendered  to  the  Church  and  to  the 
University,  forwarded  to  him  repeated  applications  to  return 
and  resume  his  labours.  These  negotiations  having  failed,  the 
Rev.  Dr  Machar,  one  of  the  most  venerable  ministers  in  Cana- 
da, has  been  appointed  to  the  office  of  Interim  Principal,  and 
is  present  in  this  Assembly.  Although  the  difficulties  sur- 
rounding Queen's  College  be  harassing  in  the  mean  time,  the 
Deputation  by  no  means  believe  that  they  are  insurmount- 
able. Patience  and  perseverance  may  overcome  them  all. 
No  doubt,  the  small  number  of  students  hitherto  attending 
the  University,  may  surprise  some,  and  lead  others  to  believe 
that  it  is  not  likely  to  operate  beneficially  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. But  this  surprise  will  diminish,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that,  from  the  insecure  footing  on  which  it  has  been 
resting,  there  was  no  certainty  to  young  men  entering  the 
College  that  it  would  survive  till  their  curriculum  was  ended. 
The  attendance  at  colleges,  moreover,  in  the  provinces  can- 
not be  expected  yet  to  equal  that  at  our  Scottish  Universi- 
ties. Neither  students  of  Medicine  nor  of  Law  require  an 
academical  education ;  the  only  students  from  which  it  is  im- 
peratively exacted  are  those  designed  for  the  Church ;  and 
there  is  not  that  general  desire  for  a  liberal  education  which, 
as  the  country  advances,  will,  in  all  likelihood,  be  manifested. 
The  same  comparative  deficiency  in  the  number  of  students 
is  experienced  by  all  the  colleges  of  all  religious  denomina- 
tions in  the  Colonies.  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  state, 
that  at  Queen's  College,  the  attendance  of  students  during 
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the  last  session  was  a  fourth  more  than  during  the   pre- 
ceding.   It  is  also  gratifying  to  state,  that  the   Missionary 
Association  composed  of  the  students  attending  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh,  lately  resolved  to  place  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Principal  and  Professors  of  Queen's  College  an  annual 
sum   of  £12,   as  a  bursary   to  pious  and  promising  young 
men  directing  their  views  to  the  ministry  in  Canada.     This 
step,  it  is  believed,  will  be  as  pleasing  to  the  Assembly  as  it 
is  creditable  to  the  Edinburgh   students.     Upon  the  whole, 
the  Deputation  respectfully  submit  the  claims  of  this  in- 
fant institution  to  the  most  favourable  consideration  of  the 
General  Assembly.     For  years  the  Assembly  has  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  its  prosperity,  and,  through  its  Committee, 
encouraged  it  by  counsel  and  an  annual  grant.     No  ground 
appears,  when  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  are  un- 
derstood, why  either  the  counsel,  when  it  is  asked,  or  the  an- 
nual grant,  should  be  withheld.     Nor,  indeed,  is  there  any 
doubt  of  the  Assembly's  anxiety  to  encourage  an  Institution 
promising,  both  temporally  and  spiritually,  to  prove  a  bless- 
ing to  our  brethren. 

Such  is  a  condensed  outline  of  the  facts  obtained  by  the 
Deputation  in  the  course  of  their  mission.     Often,  very  often, 
were  they  implored  by  our  countrymen  to  tell  the  Assembly 
of  their  wants,  to  beseech  you  not  to  forget  them,  to  send 
Ministers  to  them   and   their   families.      Through  many   a 
painful  scene  of  this  description  they  passed,  and  they  now 
solemnly  convey  to  you  the  prayers  and  solicitations  of  our 
brethren.     The  very  solitude  of  each  succeeding  Sabbath, 
and  the  sudden  suspension  of  ordinances  to  which  they  have 
been  subjected,  seem  to  have  awakened  in  many  a  conviction 
of  their  value,  to  which,  perhaps,  they  were  strangers  when, 
in  this  land,  they  abundantly  enjoyed  them.     Rest  assured, 
too,  that  they  cherish  a  fondness,  deep  and  heartfelt,  for  the 
Church  of  Scotland ;  that  they  continue  to  pray  for  her   in 
their  families,  as  well  as  in  public,  when  they  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  assembling  together  for  worship  ;  and  it  is  a  pleas- 
ing thought  that,  in  her  day  of  trial,  her  scattered  children 
remembered  Zion,  the  city  of  their  fathers1  solemnities  ;  and 
ceased  not  to  pray  for  her  prosperity  and  peace.     Often,  too, 
were  the  Deputation  told  of  the  anxiety  with  which  this  re- 
port to  you  of  their  situation,  and  the  interest  which  you  would 
exhibit  in  them  would  be  looked  for ;  and  no  shadow  of  doubt 
is  entertained  by  those  sent  in  your  name  to  visit  them,  that 
such  an  expression  of  sympathy  and  determination  to  do  all 
for  them  in  your  power  will  this  day  be  given  forth  by  the 
Assembly,   as  may  comfort  them    in  their  desolation,  and 
deepen  their  conviction,  that  when  relying  upon  you  for  help, 
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they  are  relying  upon  those  who,  with  the  Divine  blessing, 
will  employ  every  exertion  for  their  good.  But  what,  in 
the  mean  time,  is  to  be  done  ?  Have  the  Deputation  any  sug- 
gestions to  offer.  Most  respectfully  would  they  submit  the 
following :  first,  That  friendly  communication  be  regularly 
kept  up  between  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Synod  of 
Canada,  and  the  other  Supreme  Ecclesiastical  Courts  belong- 
ing to  our  Church,  by  interchanging  our  Acts  and  Proceedings, 
This  hitherto  has  strengthened  the  bonds  of  union  between 
us,  and  may  lead  to  increased  harmony  of  action,  as  well  as 
the  cultivation  of  Christian  brotherhood.  Second,  That  no 
grants  of  money  be  made  to  Ministers  in  the  Colonies  with- 
out first  receiving  the  opinion  of  the  Presbytery  within 
which  the  applicant  is  officiating.  Third,  That  the  Assem- 
bly use  its  influence  in  encouraging  preachers  and  students 
of  piety  and  talent  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  truly  melan- 
choly field  which  the  Colonies  present,  with  the  view  of  help- 
ing us  in  this  time  of  great  need.  It  is  gratifying  to  state 
that  several  young  men  of  the  description  referred  to,  prompt- 
ed by  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  have  already  signi- 
fied their  intention  to  proceed  to  the  Colonies  for  a  limited 
period.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  many  others  will  fol- 
low in  the  same  walk  of  usefulness.  If  preachers,  whose 
heart  are  devoted  to  their  Master's  work,  would  place  them- 
selves  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  for  a  minimum  pe- 
riod of,  say  two  years,  much  good  might  be  done  to  our  des- 
titute countrymen,  and  much  good  also  to  themselves. 
They  would  return,  if  they  thought  fit,  to  their  native  land, 
furnished  with  an  experience  in  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, and  habits  of  activity  in  the  discharge  of  its  varied  du- 
ties, which  would  strongly  recommend  them  to  charges  at 
home.  Fourth,  In  addition  to  ministers  and  preachers  who 
may  be  sent  to  America,  it  is  worth  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  the  Assembly,  whether  catechists  of  undoubted  piety 
might  not  be  sent  to  certain  districts  which  the  Deputation 
could  name,  and  where  their  services  would  be  both  appre- 
ciated and  useful.  A  catechist  has  lately  been  appointed  in 
Cape  Breton,  who  is  giving  every  promise  of  fidelity  and 
zeal.  Fifth,  With  regard  to  the  numerous  Gaelic  congrega- 
tions, it  is  of  importance  that  preachers  acquainted  with  the 
Gaelic  language  should  be  appointed  to  all  of  them ;  but 
since  the  deficiency  of  Gaelic  preachers  is  so  great,  might 
not  those  able  to  preach  only  in  English  be  sent,  where  it 
is  believed,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  Church,  they  would 
be  welcomed. 

The  Deputation  have  only,  in  conclusion,  to  add  their  thank- 
fulness to  Almighty  God,  who  preserved  them  in  the  course  of 
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their  manifold  journey ings,  and  spared  them  to  return  to  their 
flocks  and  friends  in  health  and  strength.  They  also  desire 
to  express  their  gratitude  to  the  Convener  and  Members  of 
the  Committee,  for  the  very  deep  interest  which  they  have 
taken  in  all  the  communications  which  have  been  made  to 
them  as  the  result  of  their  mission. 

J.  C.  Fowler. 
Robert  Stevenson. 
Simon  Mackintosh, 
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